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By PETER BINGHAM
et banghamisdailyews, oo i

THE mouse thit roared hus weon o
George Fullor. the man who b
bureancracy in 2006, ks the Taramaki
% Person of the Year.
wlness me, that's overwhels.
a-year-old sald when told of
“awand win yestantay
T halny't thought much moee abour it
after sewing the callee of the other
candidates. This 1s very humbiing.

Mr Fuller received the award ahesd
of retiring TSB Bank monaging direc-
tor Kevin Himmington, pro surfer
Plge
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It capped 0 memorable vear for Mr
Fuller which included |I| campaign,
the naming <|f Fuller Lane in Honder.
sot fs
pmrvnts’ nn]mnl businuess played in the
arva in the oarly 1900s and succass in
developing a pure yollow Diss orchild
aftor years of trial

“And now this. What o say.

Nir Fuller hit (e heodlines 10 June
wham he stood his groand
of 25 na

ch he |a1.uu.<l in f
plnmed rovam

Iy o - sei
Elte, Illmllllul 1 |.||I|[|.IIM'II that even-
tunlly convinced the New Plymouth
Bistrict Conmel] 1o change tick

As hw sonked in his win, Mr Fuller
hiaped praksed on Key divelopers of the
park wiroso names rollid off his longue

Robert Clinton  Hughes, who
orchestratod the setting up of the
veserve, W.W. Smith from 196824, who
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As curator | was so

lucky and have

always said | was
living and working in
paradise.

was @ world nuthority on birds and alss
had an fmense lnlmh!h:u of troes;
mas Horton fi %, wWho wis
responsible for the hlu\ e alotig-
alde Brooklands Rd: n Goodwin,
whi Wi lllll-rlwllnlmil_\' o
parks  adminisir: Al
dellyman who, like Mr Goodwin, w
recognised nathonally for outstanding
kmowlsdge of plants. “We are so for-

odl

tumate  have had people who wers
thinking 100 years abiem
rhp boumty of Pukekum Park never

mmaze him but any notion

o s
pﬁilhl during a visit by @ -mnm of
Am ) arborists sarly
Wire v I'IIm; k \\|>r|.<|
study g the canop es. Thoy niot
only  studied, plu-uw..plml and

Beloved kaurl: George Fuller canno
longer stretch hisarms around the
haur| he planted which was once
destined for removal.

tlllllls 5 ||!lu!.| in the world in Hrook-
of s realised that.”

They \M\n- blown away by its ‘Jiﬁl'
which was remarkable given they
from Callfornia, where ploes are Nn
man, The group was stunned at the
expanse of the park and the unlqueness
of 4 primeval podocarp forest within
thee eity Hmit

“They have studied the canopy of
trees in trophoal countries and never
where seen the density and diver
this type of growth in any forest.
ware 0 oprptured they are
coming back.
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surroundings It o total 30 troe sky
||||o By whatever moans you have

ro you ha alked under
1|I troes, you £
places in the world so close to a city

It's unconiy. wonderful
“As curator | wis 5o lucky and have
s sl | was Living and working i

hse."
He startod planting treos almost

siralght away. \'rr\ personal. |
nitedl 1t can't gt my
s aroxnd 1hy

7A1!||(||! It
plant a tree in ¥

under 1t during your
Englamid you plant an cak for fuhure

ot
There are uo exiremes of
tros. and thers pread of
rain. The third factor is the soll which
L bt 100fL of 4 voleanie ash. Thor is
Litthe clay by bt 50 1t doesn’t contret and
oxpand with different molsture o

o

I's stable and that's why we've go
[urnrnm

do

the
you - couldn't that

£ 5I§ IIIi oy oul thi gh the
lotnige winidow of his Torbay 51 homse
and polts to a walil &
e thist. | plantesd it in 1902 and pot
Toihgt of waltnts from 11 last o
His Anal word 1s 0 teibate to the

council

“1 am ingpressed fn every sonse tht
the >||||rll.lun- aml -.mrl Nnally
accepied that [the fnal entrance

opthon] was the right thing to do.
Thanks to the englneers ol deskmers
or whosver have made sich a
scoessful venture. I'm sure everyons
will be thrilled and proud of it and all
that was done fo protect o wonsderful
stand of trees TI||\\ Wil be here for a
long, long time.™

Community crusader
deserving of award

By PETER EINGHAM
peter Bingham@duhtews oo ns

THERE are o other George Fullers.
socording to Friends of the Park pres)-
fwary.

did 10 deserve the
different 1o
It shows

munity and enviromnent. He
is unique, 1 wouldn't have
deme what ho did and | con't
think of any others who
wonhd.”

Mr Fuller worked for 25
years as curstor of the park
anid 20 yoars aftor retiroment
Toe was still puatting his hoart
A g-:l! it 1t
rge  has  boen &
h:-qn-\ll-d member of the Frivsds of the
Park since is Inception and we were
more than happy to 16t him di his por-
vigll, We supported him 100 per
cont and some members were down

there svery day, but B was really his
CAMpEEDN.
The vigtl at the 0year-old puriri

ree was pivotal
“Thankfully the nesd rur e l|!|||.|||:_||-
Ilkv this don't arise ve 1. He hns
avs hoen 1o the fol uln Issmes.
park, This 15 the
ave hod 10 undergo g ca
palgn of this magnitude n order (o sert
ot what we considered an inappio-

e
ilm t..nl he 15 dedieated to his
to the extent that it is not al

was about this
belien
munity

watchdog group ensuring the Integrity
of thi park as

batanle gardin
Wik 1 fntd .

beneficinl o his health.”
The Friends of the Park for-
merly ook up the lssue
against the closed mind of the
racocourse bow] rood
Wi know o story of that
a result of what the
Friomis did, what George did,
what the engineers did and
what tho public did by way of
u\u]lpnnlru s, Wo go
t

\Mh Plyms o
ald i was most '|l||v|rl|:rmln' Mr Fuller
roc |-|\1-|I the
G
butkn r:\\\rllur ade
particutarly th
wa

we has |||\|I<l n huge contri-

ot taking on th
i |
% what was best for this com-
That is what George 1s all

ear ol

“I's o wonderful selection. There are
106,000 good folk here [In Taranaki] and
you picked six beauties and 11 s most
nppropriati Geono bs recogmised,” Mr

mensured our trees but clmbed them “If you stand anywhere in the Bowl priate dovelo

as well, They clalm we have the biggest  of Brooklands and admire the @ Editoral Paged Friends, w Tenpent sald.
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